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California’s Major 

Freight Facilities
 12 seaports with numerous terminal facilities

 12 airports with major cargo operations

 2 Class I railroads and 27 short line railroads 
that operate over 6,500 miles of track

 5,800 miles of Interstate and State highways

 7 land border ports of entry with Mexico

 19,000 miles of pipelines

 Vast warehouse/distribution sector

 Local connector roads



Sources: covid19.ca.gov, abc7.com

Freight and COVID-19



Impacts to California Seaports

 Decreased 

imports/exports

 Manufacturing 

disruptions

 Declining consumer 

demand

 Blank sailings

 Loss of tourism

 Passenger cruises barred 

from sailing

 Tenant rent relief

 Staff taking on extra 

duties

Sources: youtube.com, pashagroup.com



Impact at Border Crossings

Sources: timesofsandiego.com, freightwaves.com

Cargo from Mexico to U.S.

 February to April 2020: ↓20%

 April to May 2020: ↑10%



Warehousing 

in California

Source: Census Data, California Statewide Freight Forecasting Model database

Warehouse Vacancy Rates

 2008: 9-10%

 2020: <4% in Northern CA, 

near 0% in Southern CA



Overweight Truck 

Special Permits

"Authorizing these special 

exceptions clears a path for greater 

volumes of material vital in the 

fight against COVID-19. Emergency 

medical supplies and equipment, 

groceries, perishable items, water 

and countless other essential items 

will now reach their destinations 

more rapidly than they did before, 

at a time when people need them 

most.“

- Toks Omishakin, Caltrans Director 



PPE Distribution

Source: cdllife.com, oesnews,com

 150 freight stakeholders surveyed

 Thousands of masks and units of hand sanitizer distributed

 10 CHP mask distribution locations across California



Food Trucks at Rest Areas

Sources: latimes.com, wattagnet.com



Commercial License 

Extensions & Virtual 

Services



Potential Future Impacts

Sources: forbes.com, cnet,com, wsj.com, allstate.com



National Truck Flow Projections

Source: Federal Highway Administration
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