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DISCLAIMER

Views or opinions represented in this lecture are personal and belong 
solely to the guest lecturer (OWNER), and do not represent those of 
people, institutions, or organizations that OWNER may or may not be 
associated with in professional or personal capacity, unless explicitly 
stated.

No part of this presentation should be paraphrased or referenced 
beyond the purpose of academic training related to transportation. 
OWNER do not accept any liability if this presentation is used for an 
alternative purpose from which it is intended, nor to any third party in 
respect of this lecture.
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Key United States Agencies in Maritime Domain
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ALL-HANDS ON DECK

• USDOT Emergency Response Team (ERT) COVID-19 
Responses

• Direct and regular conference calls with Maritime 
Administrator with maritime and intermodal freight 
industry (began as weekly, bi-weekly, now every 
three weeks)

• Close coordination between 10 MARAD Gateway 
Offices, 10 USDOT Regional Emergency 
Transportation Reps (RETREPs), and 43 USCG Area 
Maritime Security Committees & many others.

• USCG Marine Transportation System Recovery 
Support Cell (began as daily, now weekly)
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CONNECTING THE DOTS:
Besides medical professionals, who is keeping our 
economy running during the COVID-19 crisis?

Most people see -
• Truck drivers
• Warehouse workers
• Grocery store clerks
• Take-out restaurants and home deliveries
• Etc.

Most people don’t see but equally important –
• Dock workers
• Train engineers
• Mariners (sailors)
• Engineers, planners, finance, etc. in energy, IT, food, etc.
• Logisticians
• Port authorities, government entities, and law enforcement
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https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_3.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers_4.pdf
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COMMON CONCERNS AMONG ALL 
“ESSENTIAL WORKERS” 

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs)
• Where to buy them?
• Who will pay for?
• Who gets first?

• Workplace safety
• How to abide by the social distancing guideline while 

conducting business safely?
• If workforce is tested positive, how to protect others from being 

infected?

• Transfer of goods
• Physical transaction of goods
• Transfer of liability from factories, to deliver, to store or home 

delivery

16



LESSONS LEARNED SO FAR…
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Grand Princess

3,500 people on-board, 28 confirmed Corona virus patients

Image source: The Los Angeles Times March 9, 2020 – Grand Princess arriving San Francisco Bay 
for the Port of Oakland
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CAPE MOHICAN
(U.S. MARAD vessel)

GP TO DOCK HERE APPRX AREA OF THE PROPOSED HHS/CalOES
OPERATIONS COMMAND POST

Downtown Oakland

Port of Oakland

MAR 6-8, 2020 – State and Federal governments agreed to allow Grand Princess arriving at the Port 
of Oakland on March 9.

MAR 8, The CA Governor's Office released the detail plan:
• “Passengers who require acute medical treatment and hospitalization will be transported to 

healthcare facilities in California.
• If passengers do not require acute medical care following health screenings, those who are 

California residents will go to Travis Air Force Base for testing and isolation. Non-Californians will be 
transported by the federal government to facilities in other states.”

MAR 9-16: Disembark
MAR 16: Grand Princess undocked Port of Oakland then anchored in San Francisco Bay
April 8: Departed San Francisco
May 4: Current position: anchored at sea near Mexico 
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https://www.seascanner.com/ships-position-grand-princess


Image source: abc13.com

Grand Princess Arriving San Francisco Bay for the Port of 
Oakland – March 9, 2020
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Grand Princess docked in Port of Oakland - March 9-15, 2020

Image source: USA Today

CAPE MOHICAN
(U.S. MARAD vessel)Grand Princess
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Image source: USA Today
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Image source: San Francisco Chronicle

Grand Princess passengers leaving coronavirus quarantine at 
Travis Air Force Base (CA) - March 23, 2020
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COVID-19 Pandemic on USS Theodore Roosevelt 
& Other Warships

5,000+ sailors on-board, 1,102 tested positive, at least 1 died.

Image source: The EdgeMakets.com Source: CNN May 1, 2020
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https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/01/politics/uss-kidd-coronavirus-cases/index.html


NAVY HOSPITAL SHIPS:
USNS MERCY & COMFORT

Image source: dailymail.co.ukImage source: lbpoat.com

USNS MERCY arrived in the Port of Los 
Angeles on March 27.

USNS COMFORT arrived in the NYC on 
March 29 and departed on May 1.
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“It takes a boatload of people to run the hospital ships.”

NAVY HOSPITAL SHIPS:
USNS MERCY & COMFORT
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https://www.vaxbeforetravel.com/usns-comfort-returning-south-america-central-america-and-caribbean-june-2019
https://newsneednews.com/world-news/a-look-inside-the-us-navy-hospital-ship-usns-comfort/
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrJ4NbsCq9exkUAgk.jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBtdXBkbHJyBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA3J1cmw-/RV=2/RE=1588558700/RO=11/RU=https:/mscsealift.dodlive.mil/2016/11/22/msc-hospital-ship-usns-mercy-celebrates-30-years-of-service/RK=2/RS=O1hOJPkCC72R5IxhQz7WbxFUYtU-
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrJ6wopC69ex24A9Z6jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBtdXBkbHJyBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA3J1cmw-/RV=2/RE=1588558761/RO=11/RU=https:/www.dvidshub.net/image/4161311/usns-mercy-deploys-support-pacific-partnership-2018/RK=2/RS=btidz3URg4yKdYA93srLgniWxdY-


THE MARITIME/INTERMODAL FREIGHT (NEAR-PORT) DOMAIN 
HAS BEEN ABLE TO RESPOND TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS 
THROUGH ESTABLISHED ROBUST INTERACTIONS. 

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE TO HUMAN INTERACTIONS AND 
RELATIONSHIPS DURING EMERGENCY RESPONSES.

MARITIME AND INTERMODAL FREIGHT ISSUES HAVE BEEN, 
ARE, AND WILL ALWAYS BE SEGMENTED. 

THE MORE WE UNDERSTAND THESE INTERCONNECTED 
BROADLY, THE BETTER WE COULD DISCUSS AND FORMULATE 
APPROPRIATE SOLUTIONS.
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