International Trade and Transportation Committee (AT020) Call Minutes 
Date and Time: December 9, 2019, 1:00 – 2:00 PM Eastern Time
Elisa Arias – San Diego Association of Governments; Chris Bachman – University of Waterloo; Irina Benedyk – State University of New York at Buffalo; Steve Beningo – Bureau of Transportation Statistics (Secretary); Travis Black – Maritime Administration; Maria Boilé – University of Piraeus (Vice Chair); Michael Bomba – University of North Texas; Jennifer Haith Farinas; Tim Juarez – Texas Department of Transportation; Tiffany Julien – Federal Highway Administration;  Marc Levinson – Congressional Research Service; Jose Marquez - Caltrans; Mario Monsreal – Texas Transportation Institute;  Elefteris Sdoukopoulos – University of Piraeus; Rohan Sha – CDM Smith; Isabel Victoria – Cambridge Associates; Juan Carlos Villa – Texas Transportation Institute (Chairman); Bingxin Yu
Minutes:
1. Introductions were made.
2. Steven Beningo requested that call participants review the minutes of the previous two committee meetings, the 2019 Annual Meeting and the 2019 Mid-Year Meeting.  These minutes can be found at: https://www.trbtradetransportation.org/meeting-minutes/ 
3. Isabel Victoria discussed paper reviews.  Five papers were received – this is a decline from ten papers submitted for the 2018 Annual Meeting and six papers for the 2019 meeting.  Of the five papers submitted, three were selected for presentation.  There is a concern about the downward trend in the number of papers submitted to the committee.  Michael Bomba thinks that we should suggest possible paper topics.  The group came to a consensus that the call for papers for the 2021 Annual Meeting should go out as soon as possible after the 2020 meeting.  Volunteers are needed to draft the call for papers.  Irena will reach out to related groups to ask their members to submit papers.  
4. Research needs statements were discussed.  The three AT020 research needs statements are under the headings of The Risks to Global Trade, The Relationship between Investments in U.S. Transportation Infrastructure and Competitiveness of U.S. Exports; and Logistics Infrastructure Measurement and Prioritization Protocol: Ensuring Trade Drives Economic Growth.  It would be good to identify potential sponsors for the research.
5. Irina Benedyk discussed communications.  Irina has moved to the State University of New York at Buffalo.  A survey of AT020 communications was recently conducted.  Email and the AT020 website were determined to be the preferred methods of communication.  AT020 members would like more information about some of the possible communication sources.  The two new AT020 Committee Members need to send a bio and a photo of themselves to Irina.  
6. The next AT020 Triennial Strategic Plan has been drafted and can be found on the AT020 Website (under Documents).  The last time the plan was updated was in 2017.  Members were urged to review the draft plan prior to our January 2020 meeting in Washington DC.  
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Juan Villa led a discussion of options for the AT020 Mid-Year Meeting.  Option 1 would be to have the meeting in Washington DC (with other committees).  This could possibly occur on June 15 in conjunction with the Sixth Biennial Marine Transportation System Innovative Science and Technology Conference.  Option 2 would be to piggy back with other conferences or meetings where members and friends can take advantage of a trip and have other activities than just the committee meeting.  One possibility would be to have the AT020 meeting in Plattsburgh, New York, just before or just after the Canadian Transportation Research Forum meeting in Montreal that will be held May 24-27, 2020.  
8. Michael Bomba discussed the Economy and Trade Subcommittee.  People do not have to be a member of AT020 to be a member of the subcommittee.  
9. Juan Villa discussed AT020 activities at the annual meeting.  There will be a session on global trade disruptions and a session on current research in international trade and transportation, where the three accepted papers will be presented.  There is also a possibility of an AT020 dinner either Sunday, Monday or Tuesday during the TRB Annual Meeting.     
10. The next AT020 meeting will be at the Marriott Marquis in Washington DC, in the Judiciary Square Room, on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 3:45 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.
