International Trade and Transportation Committee (AT020) Minutes 
Galveston, Texas
Date and Time: June 12, 2019, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Central 
Present: Elisa Arias – SANDAG (phone); Magdalena Asborn – CDM Smith (phone); Irina Benedyk – Purdue University (phone); Steve Beningo – BTS (Secretary); Paul Bingham – Economic Development Research Group (phone); Maria Boilé – University of Piraeus (phone); Michael Bomba – University of North Texas; Scott Brotemarkle – TRB; Guan-Xiang Chen – CDC; Sarah Clark – Transsystems (phone); Bill Eisele – Texas Transportation Institute; Mihalis Golias – University of Memphis; Daniel Hackett – Hackett Associates (Research Coordinator - phone); Jolene Hayes – Fehr & Peters; Gary Jordan – University of Alabama (phone); Tim Juarez – Texas Department of Transportation (phone); Shannon McLeod – WSP; Rodrigo Mesa Arango – Florida Institute of Technology; Heather Monteiro – Hickory Ridge Group, LLC; Curtis Morgan – Texas A&M Transportation Institute; Tom O’Brien – California State University, Long Beach; Mike Onder – University of Alabama (phone); Matthew Rooney – George W. Bush Institute; Allan Rutter – Texas A&M Transportation Institute; Paloma Salas – FOA Consultores; James Sassin – LNB; Isabel Victoria-Jaramillo – Cambridge Systematics; Juan Carlos Villa – Texas Transportation Institute (Chairman); Jason Wallis – Texas Transportation Institute; Grace Wang – Texas A&M University at Galveston; Giacomo Yaquinto – Texas Department of Transportation
Minutes:
Joint meeting with Intermodal Freight and Transport (AT045) – 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM Central
1. The joint meeting began with welcomes from AT020 Committee Chair Juan Villa, and AT045 Committee Chair Jolene Hayes, followed by introductions. 
2. Juan Villa gave a presentation on the use of blockchain in international trade. A blockchain is a digital record of transactions – a continually growing list of records that is tamper proof, decentralized and distributed.  Trade finance is an area of opportunity for deploying blockchain technologies.  The group discussed the possibility of hosting a workshop on the use of blockchain in international trade at the next TRB Annual Meeting.
3. Giacomo Yaquinto from the Texas Department of Transportation’s El Paso Office gave a presentation on the Texas Border Master Plan.  TxDOT is undertaking border planning for a corridor from the Mexican Border ranging to up to 60 miles/100 kilometers from the border.  The second round of bilateral meetings was finished last week.  These meetings took place in each border region.  Draft vision and mission statements were developed, along with draft goals.  TxDOT is creating a border data clearinghouse.  Projects in the border area must be in the Texas Border Master Plan, otherwise they will be ineligible for state funding.  Elisa Arias gave a quick update on the California-Baja California Border Master Plan.  
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4. Freight Day Ideas – Committee members and friends should send Freight Day Ideas to Scott Brotemarkle.  
5. The list of AT020 Committee members and friends will be reviewed.
6. Steve Beningo led a discussion on the AT020 Triennial Plan.  There will be an additional call for comments on the draft plan.    
7. Michael Bomba discussed the Economics and Trade Subcommittee, which he chairs. Scudder Smith would like the subcommittee to work on trade forecasts, and to study the linkage between regional economies and national economies, and between regional economies and the world economy.  
8. The AT020 Committee’s activities at the upcoming 2020 TRB Annual Meeting were discussed.  AT020 gets two chits and traditionally hosts a paper session and a lectern session.  Due dates were discussed. The final details on all the sessions should come out around October 1.  Last year only three papers were submitted for publication.  Topics discussed for possible presentation include blockchain, the impact of Chinese tariffs on supply chains, and breakbulk shipments.
9. Other Business - The next AT020 meeting will be held during the TRB Annual Meeting in January 2020.  An AT020 pre-meeting call is planned for December.  Consideration will be given to having an AT020 social event, such as a dinner, at the next TRB Annual Meeting. Irena suggested that members and friends communicate via LinkedIn and Twitter.  Let Irena know if there are any email issues involving AT020.  Presentations are on the AT020 website.  
